
BREAN 

“Away in a Manger”

THE LINK
Methodist Link Churches Magazine
December 2008 – January 2009  Volume 43. No. 10.

BURNHAM ON SEA EAST BRENT 

WEST HUNTSPILL

BRENT KNOLL



The LINK December 2008 – January 2009     2

Minister’s Letter
At the time of writing there’s just enough time to prepare and 
cook your Christmas pudding and cake in time for the big day.
It’s only five weeks to go so there’s enough time to get the tree, 
order the turkey, write the cards and post them, and still have 
time to drop a subtle hint or two about presents.

I often wonder when Christmas finally arrives will I ever have 
enough time to fit it all in. Oh! and I must remember to do 
enough shopping just in case I’ve forgotten anyone or thing. 
A church put this message on its notice board. It read, “Don’t 
miss the reason for the season.”

Christmas is a special. For one reason God’s Son was born in a
stable in Bethlehem. It is a time for the Church to be its usual 
“self”. We are and can be warm, welcoming, friendly, open to 
all, homely and we have above all a message that still is 
relevant today as it’s always been. So let’s also be an inviting 
Church and be able to share what God has given us and to the 
world.

The Link Christmas Card is now available. Use them and give 
them away. So let us support each other and be prepared 
ourselves to celebrate Christmas.

Merry Christmas

Stephen
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Deaths
Tom Hadfield Funeral at East Brent. 
Ann Martin Funeral 6th October at Burnham.
Graham Payne Funeral November 12th at Burnham.

CALENDAR
NOVEMBER

Sat. 29th.10.00 – 4.00 Sale etc. In  aid of the Singing Children of Africa –
Burnham

Sat. 29th. Advent Quiet Day at Brean Methodist Church –
Cancelled 

Sat. 29th. 10.30am Christmas Coffee Morning  and Stalls at Brent Knoll 
Methodist Church

DECEMBER
Tue. 2nd.7.00 for 7.30pm Church Christmas Dinner at the White Cottage 

West Huntspill
Wed. 3rd. 8.00pm. Wednesday Group - An evening with Rev. Stephen 

Hill.
Thu. 4th. 2.30pm. Thursday Fellowship - Favourite Carols / Christmas 

Stories. 
Sat. 6th.10.00 - 12.00.Coffee Morning in aid of the RD Fund -

Sun. 7th. am Traidcraft table in the Entrance Hall
Sun. 7th. 3.00pm. Circuit Service Dedication and Celebration of 

Burnham Redevelopment 
Tue. 9th. LINK Villages Fellowship - Christmas Buffet.

Thur. 11th. 7.30pm. B & H Choral Society Carols & Readings for 
Christmas St John's Church Highbridge

Fri. 12th Cheese and Wine tickets £6.50 on sale from Elsie 
Horsley and Rosaleen Anderson, in aid of kitchen 
equipment.

Sat. 13th.10.00 - 12.00.Shoppers Coffee Morning - Burnham Methodist –
Everyone Welcome.

Tue. 16th 6.30pm. Carol Singing at Tesco All welcome
Wed. 17th. 10.00.am. U3A Carol Service
Wed. 17th. 2.00pm. Carol Singing at Beaufort House All welcome
Wed. 17th. 3.30pm. Carol Singing at Abbeyfield All welcome
Thu. 18th. 7.30pm. Carols in the Barn at Ash Lawn Rooksbridge.

Fri. 19th. 7.00pm. Carols by Candlelight at East Brent Methodist Church 
Fri. 19th. 7.00pm. Community Carols at West Huntspill Methodist Church

Sat. 20th.10.00 - 12.00.Coffee Morning in aid of RNLI – Burnham Methodist 
Hall

Sun. 21st. 6.00pm. United Carol service at Brent Knoll Parish Church
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Sun. 21st. 6.30pm. Carols by Candlelight at Burnham.
Mon. 22nd. 6.30pm. Carols on the Green at Brent Knoll Village Hall.
Wed. 24th. 4.00pm. Village Carols at Brean
Wed. 24th. 7.00pm. Carols & Communion at Burnham.

Christmas Day 9.30am. Christmas Day Methodist - Anglican Service at St 
Bridget's Brean

Christmas Day 10.00am Christmas Day Methodist Service at East Brent
Christmas Day 10.00am Christmas Day Methodist Service at West Huntspill
Christmas Day 10.30am Christmas Day Methodist Service at Burnham 
JANUARY 2009

Sat. 3rd.10.00 - 12.00.Coffee Morning in aid of the RD Fund.
Sun. 4th. am Traidcraft table in the Entrance Hall
Wed. 7th. 8.00pm. Wednesday Group - Party venue to be arranged.
Sat. 10th.10.00 - 12.00.Shoppers Coffee Morning - Burnham Methodist –

Everyone Welcome.
Sat. 10th. The Circuit Youth Committee & Milton Methodist 

Church invite you to Peter Pan at The Playhouse 
Tickets £13.50

Sun. 11th. 3.00pm. Circuit Epiphany Service at Burnham.
Tue. 13th. South West Churches Regional Forum at Taunton
Tue. 13th. 2.30pm. LINK Villages Fellowship - Mrs. Margaret Edwards 

"Beyond the Khyber Pass"
Thu. 15th. 2.30pm. Thursday Fellowship - Flexicise – Diana Kidner. 

(SALES TABLE)
Fri. 16th. 3.00 - 5.00 Afternoon Tea & Present Swap Shop at

2 Boniface Walk in aid of Kitchen Equipment
Sat. 17th.10.00 - 12.00.Coffee Morning in aid of RNLI – Burnham Methodist 

Sun. 18th. LAST Day for items for the February LINK
Mon. 19th. 7.30pm. Circuit Men's Supper Club – Christmas Meal at 

Worlebury Golf Club
Sat. 24th.10.00 - 5.00 Day of Prayer at West Huntspill Methodist Church
Tue. 27th. 2.30pm. LINK Villages Fellowship - Mrs. Joan Eales –

Somewhere to Go - Weston Super Mare - Collection
Sat. 31st.10.00 - 12.00.Shoppers Coffee Morning - Burnham Methodist –

Everyone Welcome.
Sun. 1st. am Traidcraft table in the Entrance Hall

FEBRUARY
Wed. 4th 8.00pm. Wednesday Group - Nursing by Mary Nicholson.
Thu. 5th 2.30pm. Thursday Fellowship - Rev. Karen Murphy – Weston 

Hospice (Collection) Open invitation to Churches 
Together

Sat. 7th10.00 - 12.00.Coffee Morning in aid of the RD Fund -
Sat. 7th 6.30pm. Supper & Magic Lantern Show – Burnham 

Tue. 10th 2.30pm. LINK Villages Fellowship - Wiltshire Farm Foods –
Demonstration,
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BURNHAM ON SEA METHODIST 
CHURCH

College Street

You are invited to share in the 
special occasion of

DEDICATION
& CELEBRATION
of the opening of the new 

entrance and the refurbishment of 
the Church

on
Sunday, December 7th 2008

at 3.00pm.
This is a Circuit Service.
Please give your support
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DAY OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2009
METHODIST CHURCH

WEST HUNTSPILL
Saturday, 24th January 2009,10.00am - 5pm

RECONCILE YOUR PEOPLE

Then they shall be my people; and I will be their God. My servant David 
shall be king over them; and they shall have one shepherd. (Ezekiel ch.37 
v24a)

10.00 am WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

10.15 am "Face to Face with Difference" (1)

10.45 am Coffee

11.15 am "Face to Face with Violence"

11.45 am "Face to Face with Poverty"

12.15 pm "Face to Face with Creation"

12.45 pm Lunch (drinks and snacks lunch provided)

1.45 pm "Face to Face with Prejudice"

2.15 pm "Face to Face with Pain"

2.45 pm "Face to Face with Difference" (2)

3.15 pm Tea

3.45 pm "Pace to Face with Hope"

4.15 pm Quiet Time

4.30 pm HOLY COMMUNION

As in previous years, each session wilt "stand on its own" as well as being 
part of the whole. Please feel free to attend as many sessions as you are 
able during the day.
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Come & Join our Christmas Celebrations
at Methodist Church West Huntspill

Family Carol Service
on

Friday 19th December
commencing at 7pm

led by Rev. Stephen Hill

Christmas Day
Celebratory Service

at 10-30am

Prayer Plus
A group meets every Friday, 1 - 45pm for 2pm start

at Janet's, 7, Grange Rd, West Huntspill.
A warm welcome awaits anyone who would like to join them
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Weston-super-Mare Methodist Youth Committee 
& Milton Methodist Church Circuit

invite you to

PETER PAN
at The Playhouse

Weston-super-Mare

10th JANUARY 2009

TICKETS £13.50

(children must be accompanied)

AVAILABLE FROM
SHEILA CARPENTER

01934 631127
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Magic Lantern
Show

Saturday Evening
February 7th 2009 6.30pm.

Burnham 
Methodist

Hall
Tickets £7.00

Show & Supper
From 

Mrs. Ros Anderson
Tel. 01278 783652

or
Mrs. Jackie Morris
Tel. 01278 785249

The LINK Subscription is now due for renewal. 
Please pay your distributor

or send by post (see last page of the LINK)  
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CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS
On Thursday 11th December in St. John's Church Highbridge, at 7-30 

pm., the Burnham and Highbridge Choral Society will be performing 
carols some of which you will be invited to join in, as well as interesting 
arrangements of other well known traditional Carols.

Also there will be an experienced brass ensemble performing and 
accompanying some of the carols. Readings with a Christmas theme will 
be added as part of the evening's entertainment.

Entry on the door will be £3.00, to cover costs, as well as a collection 
for a charity at the conclusion of the evening. Mince pies will be served.

COME AND JOIN IN A FEAST OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC.

Two boys were walking home from Sunday school after hearing a strong 
preaching on the devil. One said to the other, "What do you think about all 
this Satan stuff?"

The other boy replied, "Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. It's 
probably just your dad".

Sent in by Dennis Dixon

Present Swap Shop
and Afternoon Tea
Friday January 16th

at
2 Boniface Walk

3.00 – 5.00pm
Bring your unwanted Christmas Presents and Swap for 

something you like
Donation for Tea towards Kitchen Equipment



11 The LINK  December 2008 – January 2009

LINK VILLAGES FELLOWSHIP
On Tuesday, October 28th. we were pleased to welcome Mrs. Jean 

Tincknell who told us of her life in farming when she had attended Young 
farmers' meetings and subsequently met her husband in Young Farmers. 
Her Family are into following on in farming. She is Deanery Lay Chair in 
the Axbridge Deanery. Her talk was most interesting.

Mrs Margaret Pendleton gave a fascinating illustrated talk on holidays 
all over the world with her husband on a tandem on November 11th. They 
had started taking holidays in this country and then decided to take early 
retirement and spend more time travelling. They had some beautiful 
pictures and such interesting tales of their travels including a ride to Base 
Camp 1 on Everest all by tandem.

We are to welcome Revd Robert Channon back again on Tuesday, 
November 25th.

Our Buffet Lunch will be on December 9th. when we shall be pleased 
to see the Children from East Brent First School who will give us their 
Christmas Presentation.

Mrs Margaret Edwards will pay us a return visit on January 13th. when 
she will continue her talk from last year entitled "Beyond the Khyber Pass.

Mrs Joan Eales will tell us of a scheme in Weston-super- Mare entitled 
"Somewhere to Go" on January 27th. There will be a collection on this 
afternoon for the scheme.

On February 10th. we are to have a Demonstration and Tasting from 
Wiltshire Farm Foods.

We are always pleased to welcome anyone who would like to join us 
on the second and fourth Tuesday afternoons of each month in the 
Schoolroom of East Brent Methodist Church.

Eileen Goundry.
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Greetings from the Singing Children of Africa
I felt very privileged to be asked if I would like to go out to Kenya in 

place of Sue’s sister who was unable to go due to being unwell.
I quickly had to renew my passport and have the necessary injections.

There were 11 of us in the group and we flew from Gatwick on 
Monday 13th October and arrived in Mombasa Airport after a 9 hour flight 
on Tuesday morning.

We first visited the school on Wednesday morning and both Leonard 
and Omar were very surprised to see me. They had both stayed with us for 
the whole time they were in Burnham in June – July.

The children from the choir remembered their stay in Burnham and 
coming to sing in our Church on June 29th. They hope to return sometime. 
We visited the kindergarten on several occasions so spent more time with 
the younger children. It was a joy to see how happy they all were.

We walked through the village and met many small children who ran 
to greet us. Their greeting is JAMBO – everyone says this as you meet 
them. Their homes are very small and with very little inside.

Not all of the time was spent at the school. We had 2 boat trips. The 
first on a dhow – commonly called a stick boat and the second on a glass 
bottomed boat so we could see many fish which we were feeding. Also 4 
of us went on a Safari staying one night at the Tsavo National Park Lodge. 
We saw many animals as we drove through.

During the month the choir were here in Burnham over £20,000 was 
raised. The collection on the Sunday evening in our Church was £450. 
This money is being used to build on more classrooms and we saw this 
work progressing. On November 29th there is a Christmas Sale in our 
Church schoolroom and with the money raised it is hoped that wooden 
furniture could be provided for the Kindergarten. Everything we did and 
saw was a real experience and the 2 weeks passed so quickly.

Dorothy May
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'YOU DID IT TO ME.' MATTHEW 25:40 NAS
A minister on Chestnut Street in Philadelphia USA noticed a homeless 
man coming towards him. He was filthy and his beard was caked with 
rotten food. He was holding a cup of coffee and the lip of the cup was 
dirty. Staggering up to him the hobo exclaimed, 'Hey, mister. You want 
some of my coffee?' The pastor really didn't, but he thought it was the 
right thing to do, so he said 'Sure I'll take a sip.' When he handed the cup 
back he remarked, 'You're generous giving away your coffee.' Looking at 
him the derelict replied, -Well. it was particularly delicious today, and I 
think if God gives you something that good you should share it!'
The pastor continued: 'I figured I was being set up and it would cost me 
five bucks. So I asked him, "Is there something I can do for you in 
return?" The man answered, "Yeah, you can give me a hug!" (To tell the 
truth, I was hoping for the five dollar option!) He put his arms around me 
and I suddenly realised he wasn't going to let me go! People were passing 
by and staring at me. There I was, dressed in my establishment garb, 
hugging this filthy bum! I was embarrassed. Then little by little my 
embarrassment changed to awe. I heard a voice echoing down the 
corridors of time saying "I was hungry; did you feed Me? I was naked; did 
you clothe me? I was sick; did you care for Me? I was the bum you met on 
Chestnut Street. did you hug me? For if you did...you did it to Me."

Bible in a year reading Sam 11-13, Luke 24:45-53, PS 63, Pr 22:17-23)
Sent in by Harry Kempson, from Bible in a year reading.

Confessor: "As it's near Christmas, I've stolen a fat goose from a poultry 
yard"
Priest:   "That was very wrong"
Confessor: "Would you like to accept it. Father?"
Priest:    "Certainly not - return it to the man from whom you stole it"
Confessor: "But I have offered it to him and he won't have it"
Priest:    "In that case you may keep it yourself
Confessor: "Thank you. Father"
The Priest arrived home to find one of his geese had been stolen.   
Sent in by Dennis Dixon
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Night before Christmas in Aussie

Twas the night before Christmas; there wasn't a sound.
Not a possum was stirring; no-one was around.
We'd left on the table some tucker and beer,
Hoping that Santa Claus soon would be here;
We children were snuggled up safe in our beds,
While dreams of pavlova danced 'round in our heads;
And Mum in her nightie, and Dad in his shorts,
Had just settled down to watch TV sports.
When outside the house a mad ruckus arose;
Loud squeaking and banging woke us from our doze.
We ran to the screen door, peeked cautiously out,
sneaked onto the decking, then let out a shout.
Guess what had woken us up from our snooze,
But a rusty old "ute" pulled by eight mighty 'roos.
The cheerful man driving was giggling with glee,
And we both knew at once who this plump bloke must be.
Now, I'm telling the truth ifs all dinki-di,
Those eight kangaroos fairly soared through the sky.
Santa leaned out the window to pull at the reins,
And encouraged the 'roos, by calling their names.
'Now, Kylie! Now, Kirsty! Now, Shazza and Shane!
On Kipper! On, Skipper! On, Bazza and Wayne!
Park up on that water tank. Grab a quick drink,
I'll scoot down the gum tree. Be back in a wink!'
So up to the tank those eight kangaroos flew,
With the "ute" full of toys, and Santa Claus too.
He slid down the gum tree and jumped to the ground,
Then in through the window he sprang with a bound.
He had bright sunburned cheeks and a milky white beard.
A jolly old joker was how he appeared.
He wore red stubby shorts and old thongs on his feet,
And a hat of deep crimson as shade from the heat.
His eyes - bright as opals - Oh! how they twinkled!
And, like a goanna, his skin was quite wrinkled!
His shirt was stretched over a round bulging belly
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Which shook when he moved, like a plate full of jelly.
A fat stack of prezzies he flung from his back,
And he looked like a swaggie unfastening his pack.
He spoke not a word, but bent down on one knee,
To position our goodies beneath the Yule tree.
Surfboard and fboty-ball shapes for us two.
And for Dad, tongs to use on the new barbeque.
A mysterious package he left for our Mum,
Then he turned and he winked and he held up his thumb;
He strolled out on deck and his 'roos came on cue;
Flung his sack in the back and prepared to shoot through.
He bellowed out loud as they swooped past the gates-
MERRY CHRISTMAS to all, and goodonya, MATES!"

dinki-di = "above board",   possum = cat size marsupial, 
"ute" = utility truck (slang),    goanna- large lizard, 
swaggie = man seeking work e.g. "Waltzing Matilda"
Sent in by Dennis Dixon

A Methodist Minister had a secret vice - he loved a tipple of cherry 
brandy. Of course it was impossible to admit this weakness to a 
congregation who were strictly teetotal.
Before Christmas one year some wicked friends decided to exploit his 
dilemma. They offered him a whole crate of cherry brandy on condition 
that that the gift was publicly announced in the forthcoming Christmas 
magazine.
To their amazement the minister gladly accepted. In the Christmas 
magazine the notice duly appeared. "The minister would like to thank his 
friends for the generous gift of fruit and the spirit in which it was given".

Sent in by Dennis Dixon
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BRENT KNOLL
Greetings to all our friends throughout the Link for Advent, 

Christmas and New Year, especially to those who have not been 
well. In particular we send our good wishes and congratulations 
to everyone at Burnham as they prepare for the reopening of the 
church. The new entrance looks splendid, we have glimpsed the 
modernised kitchen and we look forward to seeing all that has 
been done to enhance the worship area. It has been a long 
process and we know that nothing would have been possible 
without the dedication of the congregation and particularly the 
vision and persistence of the fundraisers under Joyce's 
leadership. So many people have been involved with 
imaginative schemes and sacrificial giving, and this has been 
going on for so many years that sometimes it must have been 
difficult to keep the end in view. But now everyone can be 
encouraged as there will be a place where all may be made 
welcome and all worship and grow together as God's people

I hope that the Burnham Church premises can become a new 
focus not only for the Link but for Christian work generally in 
the district.

At Brent Knoll we have been continuing with our usual 
autumn activities. In the Ecumenical Group we have been 
looking at the stories of the Patriarchs and this fitted in well 
with this year's M.W.M (Methodists for World Mission)
Conference. If you have never been to one of these weekends 
you should try one. This year we met at Ammerdown and 
looked at what the three Abrahamic Faiths have in common –
Judaism, Christianity and Islam .It was well worthwhile

We do not have as many members as usual in either the 
Toddlers or Shell Club but both groups continue to meet very 
real needs. The 12 -- 15 Club is really flourishing and we are 
delighted that so many children, young people and their families 
find a safe place with us, where they can enjoy themselves and 
feel at home. We are grateful to Sue and Keith for their 
leadership and for their fundraising so that Tom can be 
employed to help them. The event at their home was very 
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successful and over £500.00 was given. Thank you very much 
to all who supported this and to Tom for continuing to help us.

On Saturday November 29th. we shall hold our Christmas 
Coffee morning and look forward to welcoming friends, new 
and old .Like everyone else we shall be preparing for Christmas 
especially through the Advent services which our Link 
Preacher's meeting has been planning Gill has been planning her 
usual lovely Advent decorations despite her accident. We were 
very sorry to hear that Stephen is suffering from shingles and 
we hope that he will soon feel better. We look forward to him 
leading our Family Service on December 21st. and the Covenant 
Service on January 4th. Also on December 21st. we shall join St. 
Michael's at 6.30pm for a Carol Service and on Monday 
December 22nd. there will be "Carols on the Green" at 7pm. 
followed by refreshments in the Parish Hall. On Christmas 
morning we have a choice of services at East Brent or West 
Huntspill at 10am. or at Burnham at 10.30am.We shall prepare 
our own service of Carols on December 28th.

We look forward to a special service for Epiphany on 
January 11th. at 3pm. at Burnham This will be led by members 
of our Link Preachers group so I hope this will be a fitting 
climax to our Christmas celebrations. May there be joy and 
peace in our hearts, in our homes and in the world throughout 
this season and the coming year.

Love from,
Margaret.
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EAST BRENT

Thank you to all who supported our Christmas Sale. We had a 
very busy morning with huge support from our friends at Brent 
Knoll and the Brownies and their parents. Evelyn is still selling 
Christmas cards and the total to date is £200.

The parish church had no service on Remembrance Sunday so 
we invited them to join with us, but no one came, after the service 
at the war memorial only six from the village came back to our hall 
for coffee. We try but we don’t get very far!!

Carols in the barn will be held at Ashlawn Farm from 7.30pm 
on Thursday 18th December. There will be a barbecue, mulled wine, 
mince pies and hot chestnuts on offer. Weston Brass and Cheddar 
Male Choir will provide entertainment. Donations for Clic Sargent.

Our usual CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT Service is on Friday 
19th December at 7.00pm followed by coffee and mince pies. We 
look forward to sharing this service of carols and readings with our 
friends from the Link.

There will also be a warm welcome as always at our half hour 
Christmas Morning Service at 10am. Lots of family and friends, 
that we only see at Christmas join us for this joyous celebration and 
you are assured of getting home in time to cook the lunch.

The collections from our Christmas Services this year will be
put toward buying cows, goats and pigs for families in the Buy an 
Animal for Luhimba Scheme.

We wish everyone a blessed and peaceful Christmas, a Happy 
and Healthy New Year and look forward to seeing you at our 
Christmas Services.

Jill Legg
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BURNHAM.
www.methodistchurchburnhamonsea.org.uk

STEWARDS COLUMN
It’s that time again! It’s December! It’s Christmas.

“How much will it cost?”-----
“Can we afford that for little Freddie?”-----

The credit card is almost on its limit and----and----and-----
Of all our friends and neighbours, and society at large, how

many are thinking:-
It’s Christmas—it’s time to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

When you bring out your white iced Christmas cake with
its little snowman, Father Christmas and a piece of holly
will the cake also have a lighted candle for you to sing:-

Happy birthday to you
Happy birthday to you

Happy birthday dear Jesus
Happy birthday to you.

Maybe-----Maybe not.  To me it is also the time to remember
And celebrate the wonderfulness of the birth of our own faith

as taught by Jesus:-

CHRISTIANITY.
With love and best wishes to everybody at this special time.

Patrick – on behalf of the Stewards .

We would like to thank all the helpers who came cheerfully every 
month and helped to make the coffee mornings for Secret World such a 
success. We were very grateful to them all - John and Nancy, Barry, 
Glenda, Sandra, Wendy, Joy. Hilary (Wotton), Ros and Moira and most of 
all Elsie whose dedication to baking each month is wonderful.

The total for the year, 11 months is £1,521.74
Ann and Daphne
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We, at Burnham invite you to attend any of these 
Celebration Services

Sun. Dec. 21st. 6.30pm. Carols by Candlelight.
Christmas Eve. 7.00pm. Carols & Communion.
Christmas Day 10.30am Christmas Day Service.
Sun. Jan. 11th. 10.30am Covenant Service.

3.00pm Circuit Epiphany Service.

BURNHAM REDEVELOPMENT
As presented to Church Council November 12th.
MONEY RAISED including Grants etc. £182,111.71
Expenses £141,134.26

We acknowledge (included in above) donations of £1,755.00 for Chairs 
and £1,753.55 for kitchen – dishwasher ovens etc.
Any further gifts towards Chairs or Kitchen will be welcomed by the 
Treasurer.

The Christmas Fair raised an amount approaching £900.00. Many thanks 
to all who supported this Fair

A Cheese and Wine evening will be held on Friday 12th December 
proceeds for kitchen equip. (Soft drinks will be available) tickets £6.50 on 
sale from Elsie Horsley and Rosaleen Anderson 

Further money raising will be necessary and will be arranged in the New 
Year. 

Joyce F. Plumb
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CAROL SINGING
We will be Carol Singing in aid of

Action for Children (NCH)
on

Tues. 16th December at 6.30pm at TESCO.

Wed. 17th December at 2.00pm at Beaufort House Rectory Road.
Wed. 17th December at 3.30pm at Abbeyfield Berrow Road.

Do come along and join us. Everyone is Welcome

THANK YOU
I would like to thank all the Choir and Church members who kindly sent 
me get well messages during my recent illness, glad to say I am improving 
slowly! Special thanks to Bridget and Tim, who got me home and settled 
in a chair, and informed my neighbours what had happened, also Dorothy 
despite being very busy, made sure that flowers were in Church.
I will be back.
Mary Chalker

BREAN
www.brean-methodist-church.home.dhs.org

My truly Norfolk mother-in-law would say 'Well here we are again 
together' and indeed so we are, it's time for another round up of news and 
good wishes from around the Link.
At Brean we have said a fond goodbye to Joan Gilbert who has returned to 
her family at Abergavenny after the death of her husband Reg. Joan lived 
in Brean for more than twenty years, having been a regular visitor for 
many years before that.  We wish Joan all the very best.  
One or two have been ill recently, so to Lilian and all the others our best 
wishes for a full recovery.
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This is a good time to support one another as we look to the Christmas 
season and we hope that in turn, as many people as possible will come to 
our Christmas Eve service at 4pm.  Officially it is the Village Carol 
Service but in the past we have also been much blessed by the attendance 
of members of the Link.  Last year nearly 70 people packed into our 
church, and enjoyed an informal 45 minutes of worship through 
monologues and carols and reflection, with coffee and mince pies 
afterwards.  
January looks backwards to 2008 and forwards to whatever 2009 brings.    
Do we dare to hope for peace and a modicum of wealth?  At Brean, our 
Annual Covenant Service will be on 1st February so that our Anglican 
friends can be with us.  My modest hope for 2009 is that the ecumenical 
covenant between our churches will find new life and purpose.

From, all of us at Brean, have a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year.

Harvey Allen

Christmas Greetings and Best 
Wishes for a Happy and Peaceful 

New Year
To all our readers of the Link
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Minister
Rev. Stephen Hill,  28A Caernarvon Way. Burnham on Sea.   TA8 2DQ
stephen@hill735.fsworld.co.uk Tel. (01278) 782306
Editors
Cedric & Dorothy May, 6 Brightstowe Road. Burnham on Sea.  TA8 2HW
cedric.may@btinternet.com Tel. (01278) 784204
Web Sites

www.methodistchurchburnhamonsea.org.uk
www.brean-methodist-church.home.dhs.org

www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com

LARGE PRINT COPIES (A4 format) of the “LINK” are available. 
Please contact the Editor if you would like one.
________________________________________________________

If you do not have the ‘LINK’ regularly and would like to do so, please 
fill in the slip and hand to a Steward. or send to the Editor.
Price £3.00 per annum. Inland Post £3.00 per annum.

NAME…………………………………………………

ADDRESS………………………………………………………...

………………………….…………………………………………

………………………….…………………………………………

POST CODE…………………CHURCH………….……….

LINK  £3.00      Postage £…………   Donation £………

Please make Cheques Payable to “Burnham on Sea Methodist Church.”   

The Deadline for the 

February 2009 “LINK” is
Sunday 18th January 2009


