
Opening Prayer 
Lord, as we worship today on Pentecost Sunday, give us a vision. Move us 
by your Holy Spirit. Bring good news to us all. Bring freedom and peace to 
broken people and let us get a taste of heaven here on earth. Amen. 
 

1. Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, 
that I may love the way you love, and do what you would do. 

 
2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, to do and to endure. 
 

3. Breathe on me, Breath of God,  till I am wholly thine,  
until this earthly part of me  glows with the fire divine. 

 
4. Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, 

but live with you the perfect life for all eternity. 
Edwin Hatch 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=92vT62xEV34  

Prayer  
Come, O Holy Spirit. Come as Holy Fire and burn in us, come as Holy Wind 
and cleanse us within, come as Holy Light and lead us in the darkness, 
come as Holy Truth and dispel our ignorance, come as Holy Power and 
enable our weakness, come as Holy Life and dwell in us.  
 
Forgive our disbelief, forgive our unwillingness to yield to your Holy 
Power. Forgive our selfish desires and our unclean lips. By the power of 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92vT62xEV34


your Holy Spirit come; convict us, convert us, consecrate us, until we are 
set free from the service of ourselves, to be your servants to the world.  
Amen 
 
Reading  Acts 2: 1 – 21  
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 
Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 
Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to 
Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of 
God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 
another, “What does this mean?” Some, however, made fun of them and 
said, “They have had too much wine.” 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 
crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain 
this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as 
you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by 
the prophet Joel: 
“‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your 
sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your 
old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I 
will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show 
wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and 
fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the 
Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” 
 



Sermon (from the Methodist Church website) 
Today is Pentecost Sunday; a significant event in the life of the Church; 
and one that should not be downplayed. Christmas and Easter gain 
prominence because the secular world has hi-jacked these mostly for 
material gain. But Pentecost has eluded such secular concern – for now! 
However, for us as Christians, Pentecost is a momentous event. Some say 
it is the birthday of the Church; signified by the coming of the Holy Spirit 
in power, enabling the disciples to speak of new life and good news. 
 
The truth is that God’s spirit has always been in the world. In Genesis, the 
spirit moved over the waters of the earth and God breathed life into 
creation. God’s spirit gave people special gifts e.g. the gift of prophecy 
but also some practical gifts such as Samson’s strength. In the New 
Testament, the spirit of God was operative in the life of Jesus and was 
given to the disciples before he ascended into heaven. Here though, the 
Holy Spirit is set free among God’s people. It becomes essential to the life 
of the early church as well as each individual Christian. The early church 
was called to be full of joy, love and praise and no decision was taken 
without asking for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  
 
And we can we learn from that pattern ourselves. As individuals and as a 
church we are challenged at Pentecost to look at how we make decisions 
and what part prayer and the guidance of the Holy Spirit plays in these 
things. How patient are we in waiting upon God when we live in a world 
where instant responses are expected? 
 
On the day of Pentecost, God’s spirit gave the early Church a new joy in 
worship and praise; a new love for one another and the world, a new 
understanding of God and a desire to share this good news with 
everyone. May the blessings of God’s spirit be alive and well in the life of 
God’s people and church today, inspiring us to go forth and share God’s 
love and blessing wherever we go and with whoever we meet.  
 
Prayers  

➢ Holy Spirit, direct the rulers of the world. Fill our leaders with talents and 
discernment to seek the common good. We ask for your energy and 
vision for those who are tiring in the battle against injustice and 



oppression, those exhausted by the struggle with poverty and hunger. 
Spirit of God, show us all how to bring peace and justice and unity to the 
nations.  

➢ Holy Spirit, fill our homes, and set our hearts on fire with the warmth of 
your love. Inspire us to new beginnings. Help us as part of your universal 
church to reach out to others with the good news of Christ, to bring hope 
to those in distress. 

➢ Holy Spirit, we come to you for those who are eaten up with guilt and 
anxiety, those whose Christian life is hard and dry. We bring to you the 
despairing and despondent, those who are uncertain how to use their 
time or money, or are tempted to do wrong. May they have your 
guidance and strength. We pray for all who are weak, who are ill, who 
cannot cope on their own, those known to us in particular need or 
trouble who ask for our prayers. Spirit of God, may they know your hope 
and comfort, your power and assurance. 

➢ Holy Spirit, may we look for and know your presence in our daily lives in 
our times of pain, in our worship. Create new life in your people, and 
renew and refresh us, as we turn in obedience and faith to you. Amen 
The Lord’s Prayer….. 

 
Song to the tune of Skye Boat Song 

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, gentle as is the dove; 
teach us the truth and help us believe, show us the Saviour's love! 

 
You spoke to us long, long ago, 
gave us the written word; 
we read it still, needing its truth 
through it God's voice is heard. 
 
Without your help we fail our Lord, 
we cannot live His way; 
we need Your power, we need Your strength, 
following Christ each day. 

StF 394 Margaret V Old  

Blessing (Methodist Church Website) 
May the Spirit, who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. Amen  
 


